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We are delighted to feature in this 
issue of Stella Maris a budding young 
photographer; parishioner Abigail Doherty, 
who has already assembled an impressive 
portfolio of her work.  Abigail is no 
stranger to Stella Maris as already two of 
her photographs have featured as cover 
shots with two more under consideration 
for future issues. No need to say how 
her interest in taking pictures emerged 
since Dad, Aaaron, is a keen amateur 
photographer himself. His photographs 
have graced this magazine on many, many 
occasions.   
Abigail lists travel, landscape, musicians 

and portraits as her favourite subjects.  
And the photographer who has inspired 
her most is Thomas Falcone. Now, for 
those of us who are not in the know, I am 
told that Falcone, “is the one who goes 
behind the scenes. On the road for ten 
months out of the year, capturing the life 
and times of musicians on tour, this is his 
life. He started travelling with bands at the 
tender age of 17, touching down in Boston 
just long enough to complete a two-year 
programme at the New England School of 
Photography before hitting the road again.”
Abigail tells us she would love to 
photograph her favourite band “All Time 

Low” more often.  But, before she hits the 
road big-time she continues her studies 
at the Dominican college in Portstewart 
where she hopes to take Media as one of 
her “A” level subjects, with photography, 
of course, as a component, and in this we 
wish her every success.
Perhaps other young people with a 
camera, or a phone, might feel encouraged 
to submit images to Stella Maris on 
reading about Abigail. 

Patricia Farren with Aaron Doherty

Quiz Answers

And the 
Winner is...

PHOTO
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Eoghan Rua Ready to ‘Spring’ Into Action
The days are getting a little longer, spring is in the air – well, 
not quite just yet - this year the Vernal Equinox will take 
place on Tuesday, 20th March and will officially mark the 
beginning of spring. That can only mean one thing – the club 
GAA season in Derry is about to start full on and Eoghan Rua, 
Coleraine is raring to get into action.
Some of the club’s teams have already started with the senior 
footballers, along with Under-age teams in hurling, football 
and ladies football already in action despite the inclement 
weather we have been having over the last couple of weeks 
or so.
The club once again looks forward to the support of the 
local community for all our activities including our games, 
particularly at our home pitch at Pairc Eogain Rua. All our 
players both at adult and youth level continue to represent 
the club with great pride and passion; they are superb role 
models in the community.

The club welcomes and values all the support it receives at 
all levels and hopes to see that continue and strengthen this 
season and beyond.
Kevin Mullan

Save the Eighth
“Make your views heard, on behalf of the dumb, 
on behalf of all the unwanted” (Proverbs 31:8)

Article 40.3.3 of the Irish Constitution, known as the Eighth 
Amendment, recognises the equal right to life of the mother 
and her unborn child. It was introduced after a referendum 
in 1983 in which 67% of voters supported it. Since then 
various cases have led pro-choice advocates to support a 
change in this provision, most notably the X Case in 1992 
where a minor who conceived through rape was denied 
access to an abortion. This led to three referendums that 
year since which clauses have been added which state the 
amendment cannot limit a persons’ freedom to travel abroad 
or her right of freedom to information regarding abortion in 
other states. Forward twenty years and the tragic death of 
Savita Halapannavar due to septic miscarriage led to the 
introduction of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 
2013 which allows for abortion if an expectant mother’s life is 
at risk, including through possible suicide.
Currently the government proposes to repeal the eighth 
amendment completely and leave the power to legislate on 
the termination of pregnancy with the Irish Parliament. If the 
Eighth Amendment is successfully repealed the government 
proposes legislation to allow abortion without restriction up to 
twelve weeks gestation.
Statistical evidence proves what the result of allowing 
abortion even in the most restrictive circumstances leads 
to. We are told to trust woman to make up their own minds. 
Such an emotive decision should never be made without 
being fully informed. For example, the knowledge that an 
abortion can have catastrophic consequences such as hugely 
increased rates of depression and attempted and actual 
suicide amongst post abortive females. 
Being pro-life means respecting the unborn, AND their 
mothers. Being compassionate means giving alternatives and 
being honest about the possible effects of abortion for the 
physical and mental well-being of expectant mothers. The 
abortion industry simply doesn’t care about educating their 
service users or women rights. Their focus is their margins 
in a massively profitable business with huge international 
lobbying budgets, to further the pro-choice cause in Ireland
There have been approaching eight million abortions 
worldwide so far this year. Well in excess of one hundred 

thousand per day. In June last year the supreme court 
upheld an earlier high court ruling that our laws in Northern 
Ireland are a matter for the electorate. Within hours however 
the Chancellor blatantly ignored the democratic process by 
announcing free abortions would be available through the 
NHS in England to Northern Irish women. This showed a total 
disregard for the democratic process and undermines our 
devolved political system. Ten days later the BMA, the UK’s 
largest doctors union called for the complete decriminalisation 
of abortion and for women to have access to abortion on 
demand.
Many will argue legalising abortion makes it safe. However, 
the Care Quality Commission reported  that in a two month 
period prior to August 2017there were almost 400 botched 
abortions by Marie Stopes. As for the assertions by Amnesty 
International and the UN that this is a human rights matter 
I’m still struggling to find any human right document that 
includes a woman’s right to an abortion in the name of basic 
health care. Yet EVERY human rights document explicitly 
outlines everyone’s right to life. I therefore ask every Christian 
to stand with passion and compassion for Life. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, mother of the unborn, please protect Ireland from 
abortion.

 Khadiga Hassouna


